The Lleida Agro-feeding Technology and Science Park, regarding technological innovation in Southern Europe

The City of Lleida and Companies within Lleidatech, 
present at CEBIT (Hanover)
The city of Lleida and the most representative companies from the technology sector situated in the Lleida Agro-feeding Technology and Science Park (PCiTAL) will be present at the CEBIT fair (Hanover) from 4th to the 9 March 2008 in Pavilion 9 Future Park (stand B12). The companies who will be present in Hanover are part of Lleidatech. This is a brand sponsored by Lleida City Council with the intention of promoting the products and services of new technologies and communications that are being developed in the city of Lleida and its surroundings. 

A large percentage of the most outstanding technology companies from the city are situated in the Lleida Agro-feeding Technology and Science Park. The following technology companies will be presenting their products in Hanover:

· IFR Group Microsoft
· Indra
· Grup de Serveis Triangle
· Lleida.net Serveis Telemàtics (www.lleida.net)
· IWS 

· SEMIC
· ARITMOS
· EQUIP PRO, SL
· ELECTROMEIN
· EDOR-TEAM
· Centro de Iniciativas Empresariales de Gardeny (Gardeny Business Initiatives Centre)

· Consorci de Promoció Econòmica (Consortium for Economic Promotion) (www.paeria.es/consorci)

Lleida City Council, through its Municipal Information Technology Institute, created the brand “Lleidatech” some years ago. The aim was to promote those services on offer from new technologies and telecommunications that are developed in Lleida and it’s surrounding areas.  Lleida City Council has played an active part in the CEBIT since 2004, in an attempt to support companies in the Lleida technology sector and promote the Lleida Agro-feeding Technology and Science Park through the Park Consortium. On this occasion the Park Consortium offers its stand (B12, Pavilion 9) for the use of companies from the technology sector who form part of Lleidatech.
Lleida, through the use of a Consortium including Lleida City Council and the University, have started the Technology and Science Park project, a strategic facility for our city, now and in the future.  It is conceived as means of promoting creativity and the transference of knowledge between the University and businesses with the objective of guaranteeing innovation and the competitive advancement. Businesses such as Soluziona, or Microsoft-IFR are installed in the Park, which also houses a business nursery with a significant number of companies, many of which are linked to new technologies, directed by young people. Currently there are 300 people employed at the Park.

From the PCiTAL knowledge, experience and innovation are offered in the ICT sector, especially in the agro-feeding, industrial and services sectors. PCiTAL occupies 7.5 hectares of land on the hill of Gardeny.  Currently it houses 14 companies from the technology and innovation sector and 25 firms within the Park’s Business Initiatives Centre.

Future Location
The park is situated on the hill of Gardeny, in the grounds and buildings that were latterly occupied by the military. At this time restoration work has begun on the three buildings on the site (they have the shape of an H). The buildings will be used for Science, Technological popularisation and technology based companies.

The building H1 will be used for industrial innovations and to house university and company laboratories.

The building H2 will be used for technological popularisation, and will house companies who are dedicated to this specialisation.

Building H3 will be a Technology Base and will house advanced service companies from sectors related to ICT.

Moreover, currently a pre-project is being drawn up for a services Building (Old Theatre), which will allow us to offer, directly or indirectly, additional services such as café, auditorium and central technical and administrative services.

The architectural project is in itself a model of sustainability and makes use of natural resources such as rainwater. These projects are due to be completed before this summer.

The creation of the PCiTAL is in itself a conscientious project of urban remodelling of the whole site. 

Lleidatech, the sum of all efforts with a common goal: knowledge and innovation
 Lleida City Council gives the use of the commercial brand name Lleidatech to the companies of Lleida who are connected to it with the intention of strengthening a united image of quality, competitiveness and efficiency.   The most representative companies from the technology sector are already located in the PCiTAL and will be present at the CEBIT: 
IFR GROUP- IFR Software Factory for Microsoft Dynamics unites a group of companies that, since their beginning in (1987) have based their work on the creation of business management solutions, offering their services in information technology and developing vertical solutions for SMEs.  The company specialises in Microsoft Dynamics AX, and is accredited as a partner of Microsoft Gold, the highest distinction on offer for awarding companies implementing Microsoft products. 

SEMIC was created in 1981 and is positioned in the market as a company of information technology services and solutions for SMEs. Currently it is a company of ICT services and solutions, specialising in helping their clients to integrate technological and human resources. The professional services are made in the following technological areas: 

Networking and telecommunications, system engineering, Internet solutions, telephony, management software, technical assistance services, training, product distribution and logistics.

Internet Web Serveis, IWS, is a company that develops software based on free technologies, specialising in the Internet. It offers hosting services for websites, portals and network applications, their development and integral maintenance.
Indra is an international company with a presence in over 40 countries. It offers valuable technological solutions together with management, technology and infrastructure material. Standing out among this company’s advantages is its specialisation in the utilities, energy, infrastructures, transports and telecommunications sectors. Furthermore, its pole position in the multi-sector information technology consulting market also makes it stand apart from the rest. 

Triangle is a company offering information technology services, focused on the implantation of integrated management solutions that cover all functional areas of businesses. Over the last 24 years, our objective has been to become our clients’ technological partner. Our aim is that of maintaining our clients’ systems up to date permanently, guaranteeing long-term support and ensuring that we operate correctly. 

Aritmos is a company that creates technological solutions for businesses. In its head offices in central Lleida, Tarragona and Seville it has its own departments for the development of applications, technical support and customer services. The company is divided into three areas: 

· Area of Consultancy: studies, projects, management consultancy and the implantation of ERP systems. 
· Area of Software: application development, implantation, support and maintenance.  
Area of Systems: Equipment, system and communication installation and maintenance.

Edor-Team Lleida is an information technology company that was created in 1992 with the support of other Spanish IT companies. The company covers various fields in the world of information technology, in both software and hardware. Its objective is to advise companies on the possible information technology needs that they might have in order to supply them with the most adequate solutions.
Equip-Pro is an information technology company dedicated to computer software. Currently they deal with the transfer of marketing rights of some of the software packages with some Eastern European companies through an Italian partner. Equip-Pro has a significant orientation (investment + training + development) on the Microsoft “.net” platform. 
l l e i d a n e t w o r k s  s e r v e i s  t e l e m a t i c s.  s.l.  LLEIDANETWORKS (LLEIDA.NET) is a private capital company founded in 1995, pertaining to telecommunications (ICT) sector. It is a telephony operator specialised in SMS and MMS services for the mobility sub sector.

Currently Lleida.net has one of the best developed softwares for the mobility market. It is a siftware fonding sending and receiving SMS and MMS to mobile telephones(from the same software) at the rate of 6,500 messages per minute. The software is called SMS Masivo. 

In the PCiTAL also situated in the Business Initiatives Centre the following 25 companies are currently housed: 
· Ilercim, SL, automations engineering company that projects and develops electronic products for agricultural, industrial and domestic application in the form of automatic tests for machinery, sluices, telephone networks and radio frequencies. 

· Eguren R+D Solutions, engineering company that develops innovative projects of all kinds of machinery. It acts as a veritable Design Centre and creates innovative products for the agricultural and industrial sector in a process of constant progression.

· Sofos Solar, SL. An engineering firm that among other activities, develops all kinds of projects to do with renewable energy. It specialises in photovoltaic solar and thermal energy. Sofos carry out long distance tracking and monitoring of installations in real time. 

These new companies are a small sample of the results obtained by Lleida City Council, fruit of the economic development and promotion policy that works to support new entrepreneurs in the city. 
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